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TRAFFIC WARDEN - ARDROSS STREET AND CANNING HIGHWAY INTERSECTION 
Grievance 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [9.57 am]:  My grievance to the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services, on behalf of parents of children attending St Benedict�s School, Applecross Primary School, 
Applecross Senior High School and Santa Maria College, relates to the government�s decision to withdraw the 
traffic warden from the intersection of Ardross Street and Canning Highway.  Two years ago the former minister 
intended to withdraw the crossing attendant but then decided not to act until a review had been undertaken of 
school crossings, and to base his decision on that review.  The review was completed in May.  The minister told 
the house that a decision had been made on 20 April to withdraw the attendant but he had not received the report 
until 31 August.  The recommendations in the review were therefore not taken into account when the 
government made that decision and the decision was therefore based on 15-year-old guidelines.  Those 
guidelines state that there must be 20 students using an intersection to warrant a type A traffic warden.  The 
executive summary in the review reads - 

. . . the report recommends the establishment of an Independent Review Panel, with appropriate terms 
of reference to review decisions and consider mitigating or extenuating circumstances for applications.  

The review did not seek to change the guidelines, although we were under the impression that a sliding scale 
would be introduced when the review was tabled.  However, rather than a sliding scale, the review recommended 
an independent review panel be established to consider mitigating or extenuating circumstances.  I am asking the 
government to reinstate the type A traffic warden until the minister has had the opportunity to address the 
recommendation of that review.  I would like the minister to establish a committee so that the crossing on the 
corner of Ardross Street and Canning Highway can be considered a priority because of the volume of traffic on 
Canning Highway.  

I asked the minister to meet with me and witness the volume of traffic, which averages 43 000 vehicles a day.  
The old formula for the crossing was 20 pupil-student pedestrians to 750 vehicles, which equals a minimum 
gross product rate of 15 000 or more.  The government confirmed that an average of 10 children use the crossing 
and an average of 3 597 vehicles a day pass over it, which data was confirmed by Main Roads Western 
Australia.  That amounts to a gross product rate of almost 36 000, which is more than double the previous 
requirement of 15 000.  I therefore believe that if a committee is established and it considers the mitigating or 
extenuating circumstances, it will agree that the volume of traffic for that school crossing warrants a type A 
traffic warden.   

The government has indicated that it is assessing this issue in light of the costs.  The government should, 
therefore, consider the cost of insurance.  Page 102 of the report states that type B wardens are not permanently 
insured for public liability or voluntary workers� compensation, and that that is not acceptable.  To address the 
issue, the Department of Education and Training extends its insurance to cover the type B wardens operating 
near state schools.  The report states also that there are five wardens at independent or Catholic schools who may 
not be covered for public liability or voluntary workers� compensation.  

Earlier this year, the minister extended the time for the school to find a type B warden.  However, how can the 
school take on the responsibility of managing a warden at that intersection?  As the minister knows, I met the 
RAC people yesterday as did the minister.  The RAC has offered to fund additional type A or type B wardens to 
the tune of approximately $100 000, which would fund an extra 20 wardens.  The government�s report 
recommended establishing a committee to consider extenuating circumstances.  I ask that the warden be 
reinstated at the crossing near St Benedict�s School until the review panel can consider the circumstances of that 
crossing.  I am sure that will persuade the government to reinstate the type A warden, and, if not a type A 
warden, a type B warden in light of the further funding.  

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [10.04 am]:  The member for 
Alfred Cove has raised this matter previously in a question.  She has been working very hard on behalf of the 
St Benedict�s School and the students who attend it.  Clearly, we would like to make sure we do everything we 
can to improve the safety of children walking to and from school.  Many things need to be done.  The Minister 
for Planning and Infrastructure also is responsible for many school safety issues, such as the installation of traffic 
lights, signage etc.  In addition, wardens staff crossings that a reasonable number of students use to attend nearby 
schools.  There are 450 type A crossings, at which 550 traffic wardens are employed by the government to 
monitor the crossing at the beginning and end of each school day.  Each type A warden costs the government 
$8 300, totalling $4.6 million per annum.  In addition 20 type B crossings are attended by 30 volunteers some of 
whom are employed by non-government schools, which have the option of using volunteers or of paying a 
warden.  In 2004 the School Crossing and Road Safety Committee decided to remove type A warden - 

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected.  
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M.J. Cowper):  I am sure that the minister will provide a very good answer to 
which I will be listening very keenly, as no doubt will the member for Alfred Cove.  However, we must give him 
the opportunity to respond to the member�s grievance.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  In 2004, the School Crossing and Road Safety Committee decided to remove the type A 
warden at St Benedict�s School.  That decision was postponed by the then Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services after being advised that a parent committee established by the school found that at least 30 children a 
day were using the crossing.  On that advice, the minister allowed the status quo while continuing to assess the 
situation.  It is a matter of meeting the criteria to ensure that any change of warrant is made independent of any 
financial considerations.  Each application is considered on its merits.  The member has suggested that we 
change the criteria, and that is a valid point.  The issue is that 351 students attend St Benedict�s primary school, 
according to my advice, and on 26 June this year it was recommended that the traffic warden allocated to the 
children�s crossing near Ardross Street in Applecross be replaced with an honorary traffic warden.  
Consequently, negotiations were entered into.  As the member sought to explain, St Benedict�s did not wish to 
take up that offer of a type B crossing, despite an offer of funding from, firstly, the local federal member.  The 
minimum number of student pedestrians a day required by the warrant criteria is 20.  However, we found that in 
May last year the highest number of students using the crossing each day was 10.  That was the highest number; 
not the average number, which is only half the minimum required.  

The School Crossing and Road Safety Committee has given full consideration to the needs of the student 
pedestrians at this location and has indicated that a type B crossing is appropriate, and that has been offered.  In 
addition, Main Roads WA has altered the pedestrian sequence of the traffic control lights both west and east of 
the school along Canning Highway to cater for the students� needs. 

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I am sure that every member in this house appreciates the member for Alfred 
Cove�s tenacity, as I am sure do her constituents.  However, it is a tradition that ministers be able to respond to 
grievances without interjection.  I ask that that tradition be observed.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  In this instance, the provision of a temporary crossing was to enable the local community 
to demonstrate sufficient support for this facility by increasing usage to meet the warrant requirement.  That has 
not been achieved.  I understand the member�s very strong feelings about this matter.  I feel very strongly about 
the safety of children in all the schools across the state, of which there are well over 1 000.  Therefore, we need a 
method by which we can judge whether a type A or type B warden is required.  The member also alluded to an 
independent review, in May 2005, of the children�s crossing program in Western Australia, and I have provided 
the member with a copy of the report of that review.  Its recommendations have been taken up, in part, by the 
Western Australia Police.  A number of them go beyond the competence of the police, so my office will be 
working with the police to make decisions about which recommendations should be taken up and how they will 
be implemented.  The member is suggesting that if we take those recommendations in a particular way, we can 
meet the needs of St Benedict�s.  That may or may not be true, but I am absolutely set on providing the best level 
of security and safety for the children at all schools in the state.  All schools should get an equal go.  If we 
change the rules, it may or may not mean that St Benedict�s will be included, depending on the criteria. 

The member particularly raised the issue of the multiplier; that is, where a small number of students are using a 
crossing but there is a fairly large volume of traffic.  She argued that we should look at changing that multiplier.  
However, the point that I have made to the member in private discussion is that there are three criteria: the 
number of students, the number of vehicles, and the multiplier, which takes in both.  The multiplier has a higher 
requirement than either the traffic volume or the number of students.  Lowering the multiplier will not 
necessarily meet the needs of St Benedict�s.  If we lower the multiplier as the member is suggesting, more 
schools may be included but St Benedict�s may still not meet that criterion.  We need to look at whether the 
criteria should be changed, but that process will not necessarily provide a solution to the children crossing at the 
point mentioned by the member, who on some days number three or four.  Many schools have more than three or 
four students using a crossing who need assistance in crossing.  We need to make this judgment on an equitable 
and fair basis. 

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M.J. Cowper):  I call to order the member for Alfred Cove for the first time. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The member also alluded to the fact that there had been discussion some time ago, which 
resulted in the Royal Automobile Club of Western Australia showing willingness to sponsor these crossings, 
which means more crossings would meet the criteria because of the extra money.  That suggestion has some 
merit.  It is not something I have considered since I took over this portfolio earlier this year, but I have given the 
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member an undertaking that I will consider the proposal - to some extent it fits in with the recommendations - to 
see whether we can take on sponsorship and therefore extend the number of crossings. 
 


